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opportunities for returning mass transit services to the Island. The Town has recently finished exterior restorations
on two historic pump houses that are located in the Jasper Boulevard right of way. Another opportunity the Town
may explore would be the establishment of a ferry service between the Island and Downtown Charleston,
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FIGURE 7.1: AADT COUNTS FOR SULLIVAN’S ISLAND
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TABLE7.1:AVERAGEANNUALDAILYTRAFFICCOUNTS

Before Ben Sawyer Bridge
273 Mt. Pside 14,100 | 13,5001 13,700 | 13,200 {12,900 | 14,700| 14,500 14,500 | 14,700 14,100
274 Before Breach Inlet (SI Side) | & 500 6,400 | 5,600 | 5,700 | 6,500 | 5,900 | 6,000 | 5,100 | 6,300 6,600
Middle St - East of
304 Commercial Area 1,950 | 1,400 | 1,450 | 1,500 | 1,850 | 1,500 | 1,550 | 1,350 | 2,000| 2400
305 M'dd'eSt'gie:trrfé’tmmerc'a' 4100 3.400| 3,100 | 2,900/ 3,400 | 3,100 | 3,200 | 2,800 | 3.100 | 3,600
Sullivan’s Island Comprehensive Plan 2018-2028: Transportation Element 2
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SULLIVAN'S ISLAND RESIDENT’S
TRANSPORTATION PATTERNS
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747636workerswholiveonthelslandcommuteoutofthe,
Town totheirplaceofwork. 672546 workerscommuteto,
Sullivan’s Jsland dailyfortheirjobsandonly6645workers,
liveandare employedjntheTown. All of these totals are
significantly lower than the 2015 counts that were in the
2018 Comprehensive Plan.
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(3),0rmorevehiclesavailable. These numbers are
represented from the ACS 2022 summary data, and they
show a shift since 2017, when the largest segment of the
population had two vehicles, and now the largest segment
has three or more vehicles,

Concerningalternativemodes oftransportation,0.53%
of the Town’s population used public transportation,
6-62.1% walked, 8-43.2%rode their bicycles, 21,
taxiservicesand—+2-+

10.2% worked from home. Alternative modes, of transportation are encouraged and supported by, increasing, ~
installation of new bike racks and golf cart parking spaces.at beach paths and throughout the Commercial
District._It is of interest that the bike share rose by 700% from 2017 and the population that works
from home actually dropped by nearly 10%.
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FIGURE 7.4: TRAVEL TIME TO WORK
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some-commtter—travet reveals that commute tlmes for re5|dents are sllqhtlv shorter on the
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Parking-Management

PARKING MANAGEMENT
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Aaccessﬂthenbeach“or“res|dences.

Even though 1,700 parking spots were eliminated, there are
over 3000 public parking spaces along the edges of the right
of ways across the Island and in designated parking facilities,
which still exceeds the parking demand during peak season.’
The Town previously alloweddayvisitorstoparkonbothsides
ofthestreet,butnow, onlyonesidewill be available for
parkinginordertoallowfor emergency vehicles to easily
access the beach or residences.

The Town amended the zoning ordinance in 2012 to create a
special exception opportunity in the Commercial District for
short-term private parking lots; the first private parking lot to
utilize the new section of the ordinance came online in 2020,
and a second private parking lot is currently being discussed.
Additional sites in the commerciat-districtCommercial Formatted [_j
Districtshould be identified as potential parking management,
projects. One, such ,Site mcludesparkmg alongMiddleStreet,
fromStation 22toToerHaII Bothresidents—and-Residents,




visitors-atike, and local workers arecurrentlyparkingjnthe, Formatted

parallel parkingstalls along this section of Middle Street
forextendedperiodsoftime i "
thus depletingthe parkingstalljnventoryduring, peak hours-
such-astunch-orthe-summer-season,Potential
managementforthiswould beanenforceabletwo-houronly
freeparkingperiod.Similarmanagementhasbeengnforced
along the Battery, adjacent to White Point Gardens in downtown
Charleston.

Commercial District Transportation Improvements

In addition to parking issues in the Commercial District, the district has lacked significant public investment
for years, despite the Town hiring a consultant and producing the Sullivan’s Island Community Commercial
District Master Plan in 2010. While the plan did provide some good ideas for improvements in the District,
it has not been incorporated into the Town’s budget through any capital improvement plans, and fourteen
years later the plan needs to be rejuvenated and reconsidered before any strategies are implemented. The
perpendicular parking spaces which straddle the property lines on the south side of Middle Street between
Station 22 and Station 22.5 are of particular concern: larger vehicles do not fit into the spaces and end up
obstructing the travel lanes; there is no clear sidewalk on the southside of Middle Street, and vehicles often
encroach into the area where pedestrians move about, between the right of way and the buildings; and
vehicles que in the travel lanes either waiting for a space to open or for a vehicle to back out into traffic
from a parking space.

While parking is a primary concern, any plan to revise the parking situation along Middle Street through the
District needs to place paramount importance upon through access for emergency vehicles. One concept
that has been floated (Figure XX.X) shows a concept to remove parking from the through lanes on Middle
Street and create a parking lane that parallels the through lanes. Another concept that should be explored
is the creation of designated pick up and drop off locations for rideshare vehicles; a common complaint
from residents is the loading or unloading of rideshare passengers in the middle of the travel lanes.

The Town recently worked with SCDOT to improve the conditions at the entrance to the Commercial District,
where Ben Sawyer Boulevard turns into Station 22.5 and intersects Jasper Boulevard then Middle Street. The
improvements limit turn movements at the intersections with Jasper Boulevard and with Middle Street,
however the signage approaching these intersections has not been updated, and it leaves little time for
drivers to assess where they would best benefit from turning. Signage directing drivers toward certain
beach accesses or landmarks would help eliminate confusion for those who are unfamiliar with directions
on the Island.

New “No Parking” signs implemented in the Town.
[Source: Grace Beahm, Post & Courier)

|.__Findlay, Prentiss. 2017. ‘Sullivan’s rolls out new parking rules for visitors.” The Post & Courier. https://www.postandcourier.com/news/sullivan-s-rolls-
out-new-parking-rules-for-visitors/article_8a60a3e8-fe8d-11e6-ae32-d35ca9fb78ca.html
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