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  TOWN OF SULLIVAN’S ISLAND 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

PLANNING COMMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 11, 2013 
 

A regular meeting of the Town of Sullivan’s Island Planning Commission was held at  

6:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 11, 2013 in Town Hall at 2050-B Middle Street, all 

requirements of the Freedom of Information Act having been satisfied.  Present were 

Commission members Garry Visser (Chair); Hal Currey (Vice-Chair); Rusty Bennett, 

Carlsen Huey, Carl Hubbard, Manda Poletti and Sydney Cook.  Staff members present: 

Zoning Administrator Henderson, Asst. to Administrator Darrow and Building Official 

Robinson.  
 

I. Call to Order.  Chair Visser called the meeting to order, stated press 

and public were duly notified pursuant to state law, and, welcomed new Commissioner 

Sydney Cook to her first meeting.  No media, one member of public present.  
   

II.  Approval of Agenda 
 

MOTION: Mr. Huey moved to approve September 11, 2013 agenda; 

seconded by Ms. Poletti.  MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION:  Vice-Chair Currey moved to approve the August 14, 2013 

minutes; seconded by Mr. Huey.  MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

IV.   Correspondence & General Public Comments – None.   
 

V.  New Business - None 
 

VI.  Unfinished Business 

 

1.  Residential adaptive reuse of historic structures  
 

This is a continuation of discussion from February 2013 – present (noted in the past as 

consideration of multi-family use in certain historic structures). 
 

Commissioner Poletti recused herself from this topic; citing conflict of interest being 

ownership of a qualifying historic building. 
 

Staff Report:  Zoning Administrator Henderson provided staff report, a result of Staff 

and the Planning Commission working group’s efforts (Currey, Bennett and Hubbard).  

Report includes an analysis of public concerns raised at the August meeting: traffic,  

density and parking study of areas potentially impacted should Town allow for adaptive 

reuse of certain historic structures (old theater, old Town Hall, Warehouse and Post 

Exchange).     
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Commission Discussion points included 

A. Potentially 2 units instead of 3 units allowed for historic properties. 

B. Question regarding the impact to density this change would have to the area 

around Station 16-17 (where historic properties are centered) relative to other 

areas of Town.  The area between Stations 16-17 is already dense, particularly on 

the waterway side. 

C. Relative impact of traffic trips with additional residential units in the area as 

opposed to traffic realized when Town Hall was at 1610 Middle. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Bennett made a motion to set a public hearing on this matter for 

October 9, 2013 with proposed language as drafted by Staff/working group; 

seconded by Vice-Chair Currey.  MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

Chair Visser noted that if a Commissioner had something specific he/she wished to see in 

the public hearing staff presentation, contact Zoning Administrator Henderson. 

 

2. Amendment to membership requirements for the Design Review Board by 

removing the “real property ownership” condition. 

 

Zoning Administrator Henderson provided staff report; Council requested Planning 

Commission to hold a public hearing on this potential zoning ordinance change.  Staff 

noted text change would provide flexibility in appointing members to the Board. 

 

 MOTION:   Vice-Chair Currey made a motion to set a public hearing on 

this item for October 9, 2013 with current proposed staff language; seconded 

by Mr. Huey. MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

3. Amendment to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to allow the 

single-family use of existing historic buildings that are over 5600 square feet 

(principal building square footage). 

 

Zoning Administrator Henderson provided staff report; Council requested Planning 

Commission to hold a public hearing on this potential zoning ordinance change.  Staff 

noted that the text change would clarify the use of existing properties over 5600 sf to 

allow for residential use of all of the property.  This text language would not impact new 

construction restrictions (5600 sf max principal building square footage). 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Bennett made a motion to set a public hearing on this item 

for October 9, 2013 with current proposed staff language; seconded by Mr. 

Huey.  MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

4.  Amendment that applies regulations for long-term parking of boats and 

trailers that are located in the public right-of-way. 

 

Zoning Administrator Henderson provided staff report. This is a Planning Commission 

initiated change to the Zoning Ordinance to address outdoor parking of boats in public 

right-of-way.   
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Commission Discussion points included: 

 

A. Time limit before citation; definition of 7 days: consecutive week, within one 

month or year.  There need to be parameters for the 7 day parking limit. 

B. Discussion of other approaches available to manage boat parking without 

restrictive ordinance language. 

C. Empirical data suggesting prevalent, chronic parking problem on Island is needed 

to warrant restrictive ordinance language. 

 

There was general Commission consensus to remove this item from future agendas 

unless, noting lack of compelling data to warrant a change in zoning ordinance at present. 

 

MOTION:  Vice-Chair Currey made motion to remove this item from future 

agendas; seconded by Ms. Cook.  MOTION PASSED SIX (6) TO ONE (1)- 

MR. BENNET DISSENTING. 

 

Zoning Administrator Henderson noted the plat review for 2063 Middle Street and 2062 

I’On Avenue, noted on the Commission agenda, has been pulled by the owner (additional 

information to gather for Staff review).  This item may be on the October Planning 

Commission agenda. 

 

Staff provided brief update on various Town projects at Commission’s request. 

 
 

VII. Next Meeting – (6:30pm) Wednesday, October 9, 2013 
 

Mr. Huey noted he would be out of the country in October and regretfully miss the next 

meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 pm (Mr. 

Currey motioned; Ms. Poletti seconded; unanimously passed). 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Darrow 

Asst. to Administrator 
 

Approved at the Wednesday, October 9, 2013 Planning Commission Meeting 
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