








CISSELL DESIGN STUDIO

SULLIVAN'S ISLAND CONTEXT

A LANDMARK BUILDING

The historic Fort Moultrie Post Theater sits
on the north side of Middle Street, near the
southern tip of Sullivan’s Island. Primarily
surrounded by single-family residences, the
building stands out along the street due to
its larger size and decidedly commercial
architecture. Built to house a theater for
entertaining service members, as well as
providing a space for presentations and
WWII updates, the building was designed
in the style of other Fort Moultrie buildings,
with a simple gabled roof and nondescript
brick shell. A large open forecourt on
Middle Street, once a half-moon lawn, now
a concrete apron, also distinguishes it from
the surrounding residences. Unfortunately
there is no building signage remaining, or
any historical marker that indicates it was
once the Theater, so passersby are presented
with a less noble time in the building’s
history, the conversion to a warehouse in the
1970s. With windows boarded up and the
main aperture of the facade, once the
ticketing and entrances, filled in, it reminds
one more of an abandoned car service center
than a grand military theater.
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Soldiers in formation on the half-moon lawn in front of the theater, preparing to enter the
theater for an event or show.
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booth flanked by theater entrances with what appear to be signs above. The signature palmetto tree, a symbol of the fort and the island, centers a half-moon lawn in front of the theater.

The Fort Moultrie Post Theater served as the primary entertainment venue for the fort’s service members from 1930 to 1947. It was sold by the
government to in the 1950s and converted to a warehouse around 1975. The red brick building is largely utilitarian on the exterior, with the exception
of the Middle Street facade, which has a regular order of door and window openings, with three roman arched windows on the upper level centering
the facade. Over its lifespan the building has had various windows on the sides moved or altered, and the entrance facade has been altered to close oft
the original recessed ticket plaza. The original canopy has been mostly lost, and the projecting ticket booth and original theater entrances were

By the late 20th ehmry the building was boarded up and abandoned, with it’s canopy
gone and the exterior ticket plaza walled up.

removed.
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The interior of the theater was much less utilitarian than the exterior. A large
theater space with a formal proscenium and an elliptical arched ceiling housed
sloped seating on the lower level and a tiered gallery on the upper level. A
central aisle divided the seating, and side aisles led to the gallery and to exit
doors on the sides of the building. When the building was converted to a

warehouse in the 1970s the theater seats were removed and the floor was
raised level with the stage.
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1he theater interior as it exists today, with the screen removed and the seating area filled in. The

lower exit doors have been bricked in and there is a general level of degradation of the plaster
i and wood finishes.
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VICINITY MAP (NOT TO SCALE)

FLOOD NOTE

THIS PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN FLOOD ZONE

AE (EL 10) & VE (EL 11), PER FEMA FLOOD MAP
PANEL No. 45019C0528K, COMMUNITY No. 455418
(TOWN OF SULLIVANS ISLAND)

MAP REVISED DATE: 01-29-2021.

NOTES
1) CONTOURS ARE IN ONE FOOT INTERVALS.

2) ELEVATIONS ARE BASED ON NAVD 29 DATUM.

3) COORDINATES ARE BASED ON SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE PLANE GRID NAD 83 (2011).

ALL 8" & LARGER TREES OF ALL SPECIES ARE
SHOWN HEREON. TREE SIZES SHOWN HEREON
ARE IN INCHES OF DIAMETER. TREE
IDENTIFICATIONS ARE NOT MADE BY A CERTIFIED
ARBORIST.

4)

DISTANCES SHOWN HEREON ARE HORIZONTAL
GROUND DISTANCES.

5)

6) ANYTHING SHOWN OUTSIDE THE DEFINED

BOUNDARY IS FOR DESCRIPTIVE PURPOSES ONLY.
7) THIS PLAT OR SURVEY SHOWS ALL UTILITIES
EVIDENT AT THE TIME OF THE SURVEY, NO
UNDERGROUND UTILITY INVESTIGATION WAS MADE
AT THIS TIME.

NO SUBSURFACE OR ENVIRONMENTAL
INVESTIGATION WAS PERFORMED FOR THIS PLAT
OR SURVEY. THEREFORE, THIS PLAT OR SURVEY
DOES NOT REFLECT THE EXISTENCE OR
NONEXISTENCE OF WETLANDS, CONTAMINATION, OR
OTHER CONDITIONS WHICH MAY AFFECT THIS
PROPERTY.

8)

THE PUBLIC RECORDS REFERENCED ON THIS PLAT
OR SURVEY ARE ONLY USED AND/OR NECESSARY
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BOUNDARY OF
THIS PROPERTY. THEY ARE NOT AND DO NOT
CONSTITUTE A TITLE SEARCH.

9)

10) THIS PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF
SULLIVANS ISLAND ZONING DISTRICT RS
(RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT).

11) ZONING AND SETBACK NOTE: ALL PARTIES NEED

TO VERIFY ZONING AND SETBACKS WITH THE TOWN

OF SULLIVANS ISLAND.

REFERENCES

1) PROPERTY DEED FOR TMS No. 523—07-00-043,
RECORDED AT CHARLESTON COUNTY ROD,
DEED BOOK P317, PAGE 337.

PLAT ENTITLED "REVISED SUBDIVISION OF FORT
MOULTRIE, SULLIVANS ISLAND, CHARLESTON
COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA”".

DATED: DECEMBER, 1951

BY: J'OHEAR SANDERS, JR., SURVEYOR
RECORDED AT CHARLESTON COUNTY ROD,
PLAT BOOK H, PAGE 112.

2)

BOUNDARY, TREE , TOPOGRAPHIC
& AS-BUILT SURVEY
SHOWING LOT 19, BLOCK K
FORT MOULTRIE SUBDIVISION
1454 MIDDLE STREET
TMS No. 523-07-00-043
OWNED BY: FERGUSON ASSOCIATES, LLC
LOCATED IN THE
TOWN OF SULLIVANS ISLAND
CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

APRIL 26, 2021 SCALE: 1”=10’ PROJECT No. 21014
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1he Thompson Avenue facade with its louvered vent, the boiler room, and

1he side elevations are defined by a series of brick pilasters, with minimal
windows and louwvered ventilation openings. evidence of a rear opening that has been filled in.

Z

The Middle Street facade is the only formal facade, with an ordered series of doors and windows centered by three Roman-arched
upper windows. The former recessed ticket and entry plaza has been covered with an infill wall.

r side boiler

Incompatible brick repairs will need to be remediated to prevent

further degradation of the brickwork..

)

View of the side theater entrance. Ventilation openings in the side facade vary in size
from this large opening to much smaller vents.

Evidence of filled historic openings on the side facade.

BUILDING EXTERIOR
Novella

Boarded up windows on the side sit below the modern flood plain.
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Interior of the arched windows on the Middle Street facade. Exposed brick and roof structure z' the backstage area. e original theater vestibule doors wz’t porthole windows. View of the formal proscenium and //z'ptz'ca/ arched ez'/z'n(-g.- 1he theater
seating area has been filled in up to the level of the former stage.
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View towards the front door in the room flanking the vestibule. 1he former ticket window area with arched ceiling. The vestibule and coat hanging area. View to the back of the theater and the upper gallery area. Seating and the lower tiers have been removed.
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ARCHITECTURAL SITE PLAN
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