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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The building appears on the first Sanborn
Map of Moultrieville in 1893, present as a
dwelling likely leased to Stella Maris for use
as a school by its owners.

The Sanborn Map of the island in 1893 shows the

building as a dweling. The last map in 1938 shows it as a
dweling, with a small garage (marked A) on the property.
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A close up of plat book H, surveyed in 1951, with lot 2F-
now 1656 Atlantic Street, where the building was
relocated to, highlighted.

Historical Context provided by research from Butler
Preservation L.C.

1656 Atlantic Avenue is a 140-year-old historic
building with an important legacy to Sullivan's island
as what is likely the oldest surviving building to have
been used as a schoolhouse.

Constructed before 1884, the historic beach cottage
began as a residence that was likely leased as a
schoolhouse by Stella Maris Catholic Church, a Catholic
congregation that was one of the first churches on the
island.

In 1985, the building was moved from today's 1018
Osceola Avenue to its present site to save it from loss.
Following relocation, the structure was then renovated
in 1987/88 to turn the former schoolhouse into a
residence. These renovations included a wraparound
framed porch, the facade (with a small secondy-story
balcony), a framed deck, the addition of three dormer
windows, the gable roof, and interior bathrooms,
kitchens, and partition walls.

The dwelling retains its original framing, fenestration
patterns, footprint and mass, front door with sidelights,
and interior old-growth heart pine floors. Despite the
previous necessary changes for the school-to-house
adaptive use of 1656 Atlantic Avenue, the building
retains its original charm and character.

Movers get ready to haul heart-pine school, church building.

Saved!

Three Sullivan’s Residents Rescue Old Church Building

Snapshot from the August 5th, 1985 News and Courier
article. Three locals, Elizabeth Knowles, David Moffly, and
James Hawk moved the old church building.

Framed photo of the building at its new location in 1985.
Provided by Catherine Boardman.
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NOTE: REFER TO STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
DRAWINGS FOR FINAL FOUNDATION
DETAILS AND DIMENSIONS.

NOTE: REFER TO STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
DRAWINGS FOR ALL UPLIFT AND SHEAR
CONNECTIONS.
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WATERPROOFING.

NOTE: UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE, ALL
EXTERIOR TRIM TO BE SL ELITE TREATED
PINE PRE-PRIMED ON ALL SIX SIDES
FIELD PRIME ALL CUTS PRIOR TO
INSTALLATION.
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