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Soldiers in formation on the half-moon lawn in front of the theater, preparing to enter the
theater for an event or show.

This image of the theater ar Christmas shortly after its construction shows the oviginal configuration of the facade. A recessed ticket plaza under the canopy contained a projecting ticket
booth flanked by theater entrances with what appear to be signs above. The signature palmetto tree, a symbol of the fort and the island, centers a half-moon lawn in front of the theater.

The Fort Moultrie Post Theater served as the primary entertainment venue for the fort’s service members from 1930 to 1947. It was sold by the
government to in the 1950s and converted to a warchouse around 1975. The red brick building is largely utilitarian on the exterior, with the exception
of the Middle Street facade, which has a regular order of door and window openings, with three roman arched windows on the upper level centering
the facade. Over its lifespan the building has had various windows on the sides moved or altered, and the entrance facade has been altered to close off
the original recessed ticket plaza. The original canopy has been mostly lost, and the projecting ticket booth and original theater entrances were

By the lare 20th Century the building was boarded up and abandoned, with it’s canopy removed.
gone and the exterior ticker plaza walled up.
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The interior of the theater was much less utilitarian than the exterior. A large
theater space with a formal proscenium and an elliptical arched ceiling housed
sloped seating on the lower level and a tiered gallery on the upper level. A
central aisle divided the seating, and side aisles led to the gallery and to exit
doors on the sides of the building. When the building was converted to a
warchouse in the 1970s the theater scats were removed and the floor was
raised level with the stage.

The theater interior as it exists today, with the screen removed and the seating area filled in. The

lower exit doors have been bricked in and there is a general level of degradation of the plaster
and wood finishes.

HISTORIC PROSCENIUM
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The side elevations are defined by a sevies of brick pilasters, with minimal The Thompson Avenue facade with its louvered vent, the boiler room, and
windows and louvered ventilation openings. evidence of a rear opening thar has been filled in.

The Middle Street facade is the only formal facade, with an ordered sevies of doors and windows centered by three Roman-arched
upper windows. The former vecessed ticker and entry plaza has been covered with an infill wall.

View of the smaller side boiler room.

View of the side theater entrance. Ventilation openings in the side facade vary in size Incompatible brick repairs will need to be remediated to prevent

Boarded up windows on the side sit below the modern flood plain. Evidence of filled historic openings on the side facade.
from this large opening to much smaller vents. further degradation of the brickwork..
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Interior of the arched windows on the Middle Street facade. Exposed brick and roof structure in the backstage area. The original theater vestibule doors with porthole windows. View of the formal proscenium and elliptical arched ceiling. The theater
seating area has been filled in up to the level of the former stage.
View towards the front doov in the voom flanking the vestibule. The former ticket window area with arched ceiling. The vestibule and coat hanging area. View to the back of the theater and the upper gallery area. Seating and the lower tiers have been removed.

BUILDING INTERIOR
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RENOVATION MASTER PLAN

The renovation and re-use of the Fort
Moultrie Post Theater into a single-family
residence will breathe new life into a
landmark site and building on Sullivans
Island that has sat abandoned since the
late 20th century. The goal of the
conversion is to preserve the character
and distinctive features of the existing
theater building, and where elements and
materials cannot be retained in place,
preserve them and re-use them in the
building as close to their original location
as possible. The conceptual site design
envisions a forecourt on Middle Street
that keeps taller landscape to the sides,
allowing the current view of the historic
facade to remain unobstructed. Brick
walks recall the halt-moon plaza that
soldiers would form up in prior to
entering the theater for entertainment.

Low landscape and a brick knee wall
defines the private yard from the
sidewalk, and a small entry plaza is
created around the historic palmetto tree,
a symbol of the fort and the island. A
bronze plaque in this location educates
visitors and passersby on the history of
the building and the significance of the
tree. A series of slow steps transition
visitors under the porch canopy and up to
the front door which is set at the modern
flood plain elevation.

The private yard is enclosed by a privacy
fence that is set well back from the
historic street facade, and contains a
series of open lawns separated by gravel
paths, with landscape focused on the
perimeter edges. A small pool deck and
recreation lawn are contained by a new
screened porch and a garage that is
accessed from Thompson Avenue.
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ZONING STANDARDS

SETBACKS

Principal Front 25
Principal Side 16’
Principal Rear 25
Accessory Structure 10°
Proposed Accessory Structure 6

PRINCIPAL BUILDING COVERAGE AREA

Existing Historic Building 5,534 st (34%)
IMPERVIOUS COVERAGE ARFA

Lot Area 16,270 sf
30% Allowed Impervious Area 4,881 st
50% of Historic Impervious Area 4,049 st
HISTORIC EXEMPTION ALLOWED ARFA 8,930 sf
Building Area 5,534sf
Porches, Stairs, and Canopy 696sf
Pool and Pool Deck 1,026sf
Brick Walks and Knee Walls 650sf
TOTAL PROPOSED 7,906sf
PRINCIPAL BUILDING SF

Historic Level One 5,365sf
Historic Level Two 1,245sf
HISTORIC TOTAL 6,610sf
Proposed Level One 4,725st
Proposed Level Two 3,870sf
TOTAL PROPOSED 8,595sf

RELIEF REQUESTED
Encroachments into Principal Front Setback and Principal Side
Setbackfor Knee Walls, Privacy Fence, Canopy, and Front Steps.

40% Reduction in Accessory Structure Setback. Lot Line is 217
from edge of Thompson Avenue pavement.

Historic Building exemption to 15% Principal Building Coverage
limit.

Historic Building exemption to use all of the existing square
footage in the building above 5600sf.

Requesting a recommendation of a variance to the BZA to allow the
applicant to exceed the building square footage standard in order to
use the existing volume within the historic building in an appropriate
manner for the proposed use and in keeping with the stated purpose
the ordinance, which specifically decribes the square footage limitation
as being intended for keeping the massing of new construction
compatible with existing developement on the island. All of the
proposed square footage occurs inside the shell of the existing historic
building, with no new conditioned massing being added to the
building. The building’s massing relationship with surrounding
development would be unchanged with the proposed square footage.
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Changes to Existing Middle Street Elevation
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Extend existing opening.
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Changes to Existing Thompson Avenue Elevation
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Historic Non-Commissioned Historic Ft. Moultrie
Officers Club Post Theater
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